It doesn’t get any better than this

By Mark Kariya

t’s alm'ostvin\possible to resist the call of riding dirt bikes
in-an exotic localeé. It doesn’t seem to matter whether
youw’ve-been'there before or not; the lure of planting

knobs in some dreamy distant land-is far too alluring:to

ignore'for many of us..Besides, there are often new trails

to explore and new things to do, even'if'you do go to the
* same place again and again.

Such was the case not long ago when | packed two
mismatched gear bags and found myself on a red-eye
LACSA flight to San Jose, Costa Rica, for what | think was
my fourth or fifth trip to this dirt biking nirvana. As in the
past, I'd signed up for a few days with MotoAdventures
Costa Rica, and Larry Larrabure’s company promised a
few new twists.

Chief among these was an updating of the fleet. Though
still very reliable and supremely suited to Costa Rica’s
unique trails, the XR400Rs have seen better days after
many, many miles of use. Rebuilding all of them would not
be a cost-effective solution, so MotoAdventures plans to
keep perhaps five and offer them for lower-priced econo
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tours. Filtering into the fleet will be—hold on to your hel-
mets—two-stroke KTMs, both 250s and 300s! Though
they’re the older, non-electric-start models (Eurospec
EXCs, by the way—equivalent to the XC-W models most
Americans are familiar with), they’re still easy to ride, easy
to start and very reliable. (MotoAdventures still has an
agreement that allows it to offer Yamaha WR250 and
450Fs for those who simply must have electric-start four-
strokes and are willing to pay the upgrade fee. Several
other popular models are also available.)

Also, recognizing the fact that not everyone rides sever-
al times'a week and might (okay, will) get tired after one or
two full days of epic trail riding and jaw-dropping scenery,






